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Unfailing Grace:
The Heart Strangely Warmed
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0 the evening | went very unwillinglytoa ==
society in Aldersgate Street, where one was &
reading Luther's Preface to the Epistle to the'
Romans. About a quarter before nine, while'he
was describing the change which God works.in
the heart through faith in Christ, | felt my_heart

strangely warmed. | felt | did trust in Christ, Christ
alone for salvation, and an assurance‘was given
me that he had taken away my’sins, even mine,

and saved me from the law of sin‘and death."
Journal of John Wesley, May 24, 1738
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‘Spmans 3:21-26 New International Version
But now apart from the law the righteousness
of God has been made known, to which the
Law and the Prophets testify. Th|s
righteousness is given through faith in'Jesus

Christ to all who believe. There is nop ="

difference between Jew and Gentile;for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
and all are justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.




2od presented Christ as a sacrifice of
atonement, through the shedding of his
blood - to be received by faith. He did this
to demonstrate his righteousness, because
in his forbearance he had left the sms -

committed beforehand unpunished'= he did
it to demonstrate his righteousness at the
present time, so as to be just and the one
who iustifies those who have faith in Jesus.




Fpmans 5:1-11 ’
Therefore, since we have been justified  ~
through faith, we have peace with God ~
through our Lord Jesus Christ, throughiwhom
we have gained access by faith into this grace

in which we now stand. And we boastin‘the
hope of the glory of God. Not only/so, but we
also glory in our sufferings, because we know
that suffering produces perseverance;
perseverance, character; and character, hope.




#nd hope does not put us to shame, because
God’s love has been poured out into our' =
hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been
given to us. You see, at just the right time,
when we were still powerless, Christ died: for

the ungodly. Very rarely will anyonej die'for a
righteous person, though for a good person
someone might possibly dare‘todie. But God
demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.




Mince we have now been justified by his =
blood, how much more shall we be saved
from God’s wrath through him! For if, whlle
we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled
to him through the death of his Son, how

much more, having been reconclled ‘shall we
be saved through his life! Not onlyiis this so,
but we also boast in God through'our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now
received reconciliation.




s man by nature filled with all manner
of evil? Is he void of all good? Is he' »
wholly fallen? Is his soul totally  *
corrupted? Or, to come back to the'text,

is ‘every imagination of the thoughts-of
his heart evil continually’? Allow'this,
and you are so far a Christian. Deny |t

and you are but a heathen still.”
John Wesley, Original Sin




alelther say in thy heart, ‘| cannot be
accepted yet, because | am not good
enough.” Who is good enough -
whoever was - to merit acceptance at’

God’s hands? Was ever any child of

Adam good enough for this2#*
John Wesley
The Righteousness of Faith
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“Look for it just as you are, unfit, »
unworthy, unholy, by snmple falth every
day, every hour.” |

John Wesle Y,
Journals and'Diaries 1V,
Abingdon Press, 1 992




Bustification — “that great work which

God does for us, in forgiving our sins:”
John Wesley
The New Blnh

Regeneration (new birth) — “that great
work which God does in us,,renewing
our fallen nature.”

John Wesley
The New Birth




‘*he Four Alls f
“All people need to be saved from sm
all people may be saved from sin, all'
people may know they are saved from
sin, and all people may be saveditoithe
uttermost.”

il B Fitzgerald
The 'Roots of Methodism,
London: Epworth, 1903




P bmans 8:15-17

The Spirit you received does not make you =
slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather; the
Spirit you received brought about your adoption
to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”

The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit‘that
we are God’s children. Now if we areichildren,
then we are heirs - heirs of God'and co-heirs
with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings
in order that we may also share in his glory.
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From Obsessive Pursuit
to Blessed Assurance...
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