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Called for a Purpose
Being a Communlty

Tom Deviney




Bur Call and Purpose

“God calls Bethany to be a y
community participating in God's
mission of love transtorming us and

r

the world. We do this by Ieadlng
people to Experience God’s'love,
Know Jesus Christ, and Grow in HIS
image.”




’Eommunity” - noun - the people with common
interests living in a particular area; a group of
people with a common characterlsuc or interest
living together within a larger society; a body of
persons of common and especially professional

interests scattered through a larger society; a
body of persons or nations having aicommon
history or common social, economic and political

interests; a group linked by a common policy .....
Merriam Webster-Webster Dictionary




et 2:43-47

Awe came upon everyone, because
many wonders and signs were being
done by the apostles. All who belleved

were together and had all thingsi in”
common; they would sell their?*
possessions and goods:and distribute
the proceeds to all, as any had need.




%ay by day, as they spent much time
together in the temple, they broke bread
at home and ate their food with glad and
generous hearts, praising God and+

having the goodwill of all the people.
And day by day the Lord added to their
number those who were being saved.




ets 9:1-2

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats

and murder agamst the disciples of'the
Lord, went to the high priest and asked

him for letters to the synagogues at
Damascus, so that if he found‘any who
belonged to the Way, men'or women, he
might bring them bound to-Jerusalem.




Prts 9:4b-21 )
He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying
to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute
me?” He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The
reply came, “| am Jesus, whom you are =~

persecutmg But get up and enter the city,
and you will be told what you arejto'do.” The
men who were traveling with:him'stood
speechless because they heard the voice but
saw no one.




=

Saul got up from the ground, and thqﬁgh
his eyes were open, he could see
nothing; so they led him by the hand and

brought him into Damascus. Forithree
days he was without sight, and'neither
ate nor drank.




Ppw there was a disciple in Damascus named
Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision,
“Ananias.” He answered, “Here | am, Lord.”
The Lord said to him, “Get up and go tothe
street called Stralght and at the house of >

Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul.
At this moment he is praying, andihe has
seen in a vision a man named‘Ananias come
in and lay his hands on him so that he might
regain his sight.”




‘Sut Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard®
from many about this man, how much eviljhe
has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and
here he has authority from the chief priests to
bind all who invoke your name.” But the Lord

said to him, “Go, for he is an mstrument
whom | have chosen to bring my,name before
Gentiles and kings and before'the people of
Israel; | myself will show'him how much he
must suffer for the sake of my name.”




{2 Ananias went and entered the house. He
laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother #
Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on
your way here, has sent me so that youimay
regain your sight and be filled with the Holy

Spirit.” And immediately something like™
scales fell from his eyes, and his;sight was
restored. Then he got up andiwas baptized,
and after taking some food, he regained his
strength.




r several days he was with the dlsclples
in Damascus, and immediately he began'to

proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying,
“He is the Son of God.” All who heard him

were amazed and said, “Is not this the man

who made havoc in Jerusalem among
those who invoked this name?'/And has he
not come here for the purpose of bringing
them bound before the chief'priests?”




Philippians 3:4b-11 |
If anyone else has reason to be confident
in the flesh, | have more: circumcised'on
the eighth day, a member of the people
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin,a+*

Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to,the law, a
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the
church; as to righteousness under the
law, blameless.




laa
Yet whatever gains | had, these | have

come to regard as loss because of
Christ. More than that, | regard

everything as loss because of the™
surpassing value of knowing!Christ
Jesus my Lord.




r his sake | have suffered the loss of
all things, and | regard them as rubbish,
in order that | may gain Christ and be
found in him, not having a

rlghteousness of my own that ¢ comes
from the law, but one that comes
through falth in Christ, the
righteousness from God based on faith.




=

| want to know Christ and the power/ of
his resurrection and the sharing of his
sufferings by becoming like himiin*his

death, if somehow | may attain’the
resurrectlon from the dead.




‘Galatians 1:1-2 /
Paul an apostle — sent neither by human
commission nor from human authorities,
but through Jesus Christ and God.the

Father, who raised him from the’dead —
and all the members of God’s' family who
are with me, To the churches of Galatia:




Pyhesians 2:11-13

50 then, remember that at one time you Gentlles by
birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those who are
called “the circumcision” - a physical circumcision
made in the flesh by human hands - remember.that

you were at that time without Christ, being aliens
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to
the covenants of promise, havmg no hope and
without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus
you who once were far off have been brought near
by the blood of Christ.
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aeadlng N. T. Wright's God and the Pandemic prompts
me to give you his take on reframing the issues of the
day: Put Jesus in the center of the picture and work out
from there. We don’t start thinking and respondmg via
the frame of anything else - political parties, political
theories, theological action groups, or even extra- -~

biblical theologlcal constructs and schemes - and/then
try to fit Jesus and the kingdom into those .frames It
distorts, pollutes, and marginalizes Jesus" every time.”
Leading in Crisis,
Bishop Todd Hunter
(my emphasis)
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“The gospel of Christ knows no
religion, but social; no holiness but
social holiness.” ,

John'Wesley,
The Works of John Wesley,
volume XIV




1% exchange between George Whitefield and John Pool:

“Well, John, art thou still a Wesleyan?” /

“Yes, sir, | thank God | have the privilege of beinglin
connection with Mr. Wesley, and one of his preachers.”

“John, thou art in they right place. My brother,Wesley

acted wisely; the souls that were awakened under his
ministry he joined in class, and thus preserved the
fruits of his labor. This | neglected and'my people are

a rope of sand.”
J.W. Etheridge,
The Life of Adam Clarke
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Patthew 22:34-40 (cf Deut 6:6 and Lev 19:18) -
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the
Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of
them, a Iawyer asked him a question to test him.
“Teacher, which commandment in the law is'the
greatest?” He said to him, ““You shall love the'Lord

your God with all your heart and with alliyour soul,
and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first
commandment. And a second isiike'it: “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”







Palatians 3:28-29 The Message Bible =+
In Christ’s family there can be no division
into Jew and non-Jew, slave and free)’
male and female. Among us you are aII
equal. That is, we are all ina common*

relationship with Jesus Christ. Also, since
you are Christ’s family, thenyou are
Abraham’s famous “descendant,” heirs
according to the covenant promises.
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