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Luke 9:7-9 New International Version
Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that
was going on. And he was perplexed
because some were saying that John had
been raised from the dead, others that
Elijah had appeared, and still others that
one of the prophets of long ago had come
back to life. But Herod said, “I beheaded
John. Who, then, is this I hear such things
about?” And he tried to see him.
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Luke 7:18-23 NIV
John’s disciples told him about all these
things. Calling two of them, he sent them to
the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to
come, or should we expect someone else?”
When the men came to Jesus, they said,
“John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are
you the one who is to come, or should we
expect someone else?’”
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At that very time Jesus cured many who had
diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave
sight to many who were blind. So he replied
to the messengers, “Go back and report to
John what you have seen and heard: The
blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who
have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the good news is
proclaimed to the poor. Blessed is anyone
who does not stumble on account of me.”
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Luke 9:1-2 NIV
When Jesus had called the Twelve together,
he gave them power and authority to drive
out all demons and to cure diseases, and he
sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of
God and to heal the sick.
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“Most Christians are entirely comfortable talking about
gifts of wisdom and faith. But healing? Miraculous
powers? Prophecy? These may be harder to believe –
but why? Simply put, the less a particular gift seems to
require of God, the easier it is for us to believe. We have
been taught not to expect very much of God, and our
prayers match those expectations. We may or may not
actively disbelieve in these gifts, but passive disbelief is
quite common.”

David Watson
“Remember That Time
John Wesley Raised the Dead?”
Ministry Matters, May 25, 2017
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Luke 9:18-20 NIV
Once when Jesus was praying in private
and his disciples were with him, he asked
them, “Who do the crowds say I am?” They
replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others
say Elijah; and still others, that one of the
prophets of long ago has come back to life.”
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do
you say I am?” Peter answered, “God’s
Messiah.”
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Matthew 16:13-19 The Message Bible
When Jesus arrived in the villages of
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“What are people saying about who the Son
of Man is?” They replied, “Some think he is
John the Baptizer, some say Elijah, some
Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.” He
pressed them, “And how about you? Who do
you say I am?” Simon Peter said, “You’re the
Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
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Jesus came back, “God bless you, Simon, son
of Jonah! You didn’t get that answer out of
books or from teachers. My Father in
heaven, God himself, let you in on this secret
of who I really am. And now I’m going to tell
you who you are, really are. You are Peter, a
rock. This is the rock on which I will put
together my church, a church so expansive
with energy that not even the gates of hell
will be able to keep it out.
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And that’s not all. You will have complete
and free access to God’s kingdom, keys to
open any and every door: no more barriers
between heaven and earth, earth and
heaven. A yes on earth is yes in heaven. A no
on earth is no in heaven.”
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Luke 19:5-10 NIV
When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to
him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at
your house today.” So he came down at once and
welcomed him gladly. All the people saw this and began
to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” But
Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord!
Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor,
and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay
back four times the amount.” Jesus said to him, “Today
salvation has come to this house, because this man, too,
is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek
and to save the lost.”
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1 Peter 2:4-5 NIV
As you come to him, the living Stone rejected by humans but chosen by God and
precious to him - you also, like living stones,
are being built into a spiritual house to be a
holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
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“When we claim and constantly reclaim the
truth of being the chosen ones, we soon
discover within ourselves a deep desire to
reveal to others their own chosen-ness. Instead
of making us feel that we are better, more
precious or valuable than others, our
awareness of being chosen opens our eyes to
the chosen-ness of others.”

Henri J.M. Nouwen
You Are the Beloved:
Daily Meditations for Spiritual Living p. 247
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What you believe matters.
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Luke 9:20 NIV
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do
you say I am?” Peter answered, “God’s
Messiah.”
Matthew 16:16 NIV
Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
24

24

So - what do you believe?
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From
Supernatural: Experiencing the Power
of God’s Kingdom pp 41-42
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What you believe matters.
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Do you agree that what we believe matters?
When does stepping out in faith feel riskiest
to you? What doubts does it raise in you?
How does that hinder your clear witness in
the world?
What do you believe the life of Jesus tells us
about the heart of God?
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How does that belief, and the presence of
the Holy Spirit, help you face your fears and
doubts.
Do you understand yourself as chosen? How
does your chosen-ness help you reveal the
chosen-ness of others?
Are you actively honoring the heart of God in
all your living?
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