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“The biggest obstacle to spiritual awakening
is that we already think we are awake.”
JD Walt
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Luke 9:23 New International Version
Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to
be my disciple must deny themselves and
take up their cross daily and follow me.”
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The Three Things:
Deny yourself
Take up your cross daily
Follow Jesus
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Luke 9:24-26 NIV
“For whoever wants to save their life will lose
it, but whoever loses their life for me will
save it. What good is it for someone to gain
the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their
very self? Whoever is ashamed of me and
my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed
of them when he comes in his glory and in
the glory of the Father and of the holy
angels.”
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John 12:24-25 NIV
“Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat
falls to the ground and dies, it remains only
a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many
seeds. Anyone who loves their life will lose it,
while anyone who hates their life in this
world will keep it for eternal life.”
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Awakening is not achieved by effort.
Awakening is received by surrender.
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Jeremiah 29:11 NIV
“For I know the plans I have for you,”
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and
a future.”
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1 Corinthians 12:7-11 NIV
Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given
for the common good. To one there is given through the
Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of
knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another
faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by
that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to
another prophecy, to another distinguishing between
spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues,
and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All
these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he
distributes them to each one, just as he determines.
12

12

Spiritual gifts build up the faith of others
Spiritual manifestations build up our faith
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Luke 9:28-32 NIV
About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter,
John and James with him and went up onto a
mountain to pray. As he was praying, the
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes
became as bright as a flash of lightning. Two men,
Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor,
talking with Jesus. They spoke about his departure,
which he was about to bring to fulfillment at
Jerusalem. Peter and his companions were very
sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw
his glory and the two men standing with him.
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Luke 9:33-36 NIV
As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him,
“Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up
three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for
Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.) While
he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered
them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud.
A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son,
whom I have chosen; listen to him.” When the voice
had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The
disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell
anyone at that time what they had seen.
17

It is not about me.
It is not about you.
It is about Jesus.
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Wake up sleeper, rise from the dead,
And Christ will shine on you.
Ephesians 5:14
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How does it ease or stir your mind to hear
that Spirit-empowered ministry is more
about surrender than self-effort?
How might God be drawing you into a new
perspective about following Jesus?
What might you need to confess or
relinquish to make room for God?
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What manifestations or miracles can you
identify in Luke 9?
Have you ever experienced any of the
spiritual gifts or manifestations?
Do you believe – fully believe – in a
supernatural God who is capable of
supernatural things?
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