1. What does epiphany mean? Why is it significant that Christ is the Light
of the world for us?

2. How do you experience the Light of Christ in your day to day living?

3. How do you participate in sharing the Light of Christ with the world?
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Mitthew 2:1-6 .
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethiehem
of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking,
“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and
all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief~

| priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where
the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “IniBethiehem of
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you,
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among
the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to
shepherd my people Israel.”
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Micah 5:2

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one
of the little clans of Judah, from you shall'come

forth for me one who is to rule in Israel};whose
origin is from of old, from ancient days:
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tthew 2:7-12
%en Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from ghem
the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent themto
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and
when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and
pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rlslng,

until it stopped over the eJ)lace where the child was. When they saw

that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On
entering the house, the saw the child with Maryhis'mother; and
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for
their own country by another road.
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Epi phanos: to shine light upon or across—

to reveal P
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Magi (wise men): priests of Zoroaster or

pseudo-Zoroaster; generic term for * =
academics of the age




' ,
'
/

Star of Bethlehem - “triple conlunctlon” of

Regulus, Jupiter and Venus /,
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Isaiah 9:6-7 y

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and

there shall be endless peace for the throne of'David and
his kingdom. He will establish and upholdiit'with justice
and with righteousness from this time onward and
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord ‘of hosts will do this.




iah 11:1-10 -
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,anda =
branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord’
shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and
the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear.of the.
Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or.decide by

what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall’judge the
poor, and decide with equity for the meek ofthe earth; he
shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the
breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness
shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt
around his loins.




‘e wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie’
down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling;
together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and
the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child
shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child

shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They willinothurt or
destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth'will be full
of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters'cover the sea.
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the
peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling
shall be glorious.




@lah 35 4

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert
shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom
abundantly, and rejoice wlth joy and singing. The glory of
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty

of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the
feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be
strong, do not fear! Here is your God..He will come with
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and
save you.”




n the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the:
oeaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the =
tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth
in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand
shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the
haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become
reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called

the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it §hall be for
God'’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall gggstray No lion
shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come'up on it; they
shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And
the ransomed of the Lord shall return,;and come to Zion with
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.




[Fhiah 40: 1-5

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak;
tendeﬂy to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served
her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received
from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. A voice cries’
out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make

straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley
shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill'be made
low; the uneven ground shall become level,"and the rough
plaoes a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be
revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the
mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
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Jeremiah 23:5-6 '/
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | \mll
raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign
as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and

righteousness in the land. In his days Judah wnllbe
saved and Israel will live in safety. And thisiis s the name
by which he will be called: “The Lord isiour
righteousness.”
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“Zechariah 9:9-10 /
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, 0 &
daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on-a
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. He will cut off‘the

chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he,shall
command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be
fron;‘ sea to sea, and from the Riverto the ends of the
earth.
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Ke 2:25-32

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;
this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.Guided by the .
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents™

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary
under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and pralsed God,
saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a Inght
for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”
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