Called to Suffer

Discussion Questions:

1. If we are saved by grace, what is the purpose of the law?

2. Have you ever “fallen out” with someone in the church? Have you been
reconciled with them? Why or why not? What might you need to do?

3. What did the early church teach about methods of baptism? How does
this agree/disagree with what you have been taught?

4. Have you ever felt abandoned by God because of difficult
circumstances?

5. Have you ever been able to see difficulty as an opportunity for
ministry? What allowed you to do that?

6. Can you, truly, rejoice and give thanks in all circumstances?
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an 5051 To Gaktia. Macedonia, Achaia

A 50 Paul and Silas begin second missionary journcy
an 50 Jerusalem Council

Aan 50 Condlicts over circumcisson

an 4550 Paul writes Galatians?

an 4950 Paul and Barnabas return to Syrian Antioch

an. 49 Paul and Barpabas begin “Tirst™ misshonery journey
Aan 48 Paul asd] Rarnabias o Jerusalem

an 47 Barnabas 1o Sorian Astboch; with Pawl st Tarsas

an S48 Faul in Tarwas amd region (est)

A 325 Paul mests Poter and James in Jerusalem

An 3538 Pawsl o Arabia, then Ehamascus

an 35 Pasd is comverted on road 10 Dasaasces (est)

A 32 Paul arrests Jesas followesrs Bn Palestdine {ewt)




'B’cumcision Debate .

Genesis 17:11,14 You shall circumcise the flesh of your =
foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between«me
and you... Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in
the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he
has broken my covenant.”

Acts 15:1-2 Then certain individuals came down from dudea
and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you argclrcumcused
according to the custom of Moses, you cannot'be saved.” And
after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate
with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were
appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question with
the apostles and the elders.




-

Falatians 2:11-16 -
But when Cephas came to Antioch, | opposed him thhIS
face, because he stood self—condemned for until certaln
people came from James, he used to eat with the
Gentiles. But after they came, he drew back and kept
himself separate for fear of the circumcision faction.-And

the other Jews joined him in this hypocrisy, so'that even
Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy: SBut when |
saw that they were not acting consistently/with the truth
of the gospel, | said to Cephas before them all, “If you,
though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how
can you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?”




I

We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile
sinners; yet we know that a person is justified'not
by the works of the law but through faith iniJesus
Christ. And we have come to believe in Christ

| Jesus, so that we might be justified by falth in
Christ, and not by doing the works ofithe Taw,
because no one will be justified by the works of
the law.




'Bcts 15:19-20 - The Message .
“So here is my decision: We’re not going to f
unnecessarily burden non-Jewish people who turn to
the Master. We’ll write them a letter and tell them, ‘Be
careful to not get involved in activities connected

with idols, to guard the morality of sex and marrlage
to not serve food offensive to Jewish Christians—
blood, for instance.’ This is basic wisdom from
Moses, preached and honored for centuries now in
city after city as we have met and kept the Sabbath.”




Bcts 15:28-29 - The Message
It seemed to the Holy Spirit and to us that you should

not be saddled with any crushing burden, but be
responsible only for these bare necessmes Be
careful not to get involved in activities connected~

with idols; avoid serving food offensive toJewish
Christians (blood, for instance); and guard the
morality of sex and marriage. These'guidelines are
sufficient to keep relations congenial between us.
And God be with you!




Porneias - “act of sexual immorality>*

."’/
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cts 15:37-40 '
Barnabas wanted to take with them John called
Mark. But Paul decided not to take with them
one who had deserted them in Pamphylia‘and
had not accompanied them in the work. The

disagreement became so sharp that they /'parted
company; Barnabas took Mark with;him and
sailed away to Cyprus. But Paul'chose Silas and
set out, the believers commending him to the




1 Corinthians 9:6 ¥ '
Or is it only Barnabas and | who have no rlght to
refrain from working for a living?

/QQ”

| 2 Timothy 4:11
Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and' brmg him
with you, for he is useful in. my'ministry.
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Ppts 16:6-10 .
They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia;
having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak 4kthe
word in Asia. When they had come opposite Mysia, they
attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus
did not allow them; so, passing by Mysia, they went”

down to Troas. Dunng the night Paul had a }ISIOH there
stood a man of Macedonia pleading withhim'and
saying, “Come over to Macedonia and'help us.” When
he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross
over to Macedonia, bemg convinced that God had
called us to proclaim the good news to them.




Ppts 16:13-15 -
On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the}
river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer
and we sat down and spoke to the women who had
gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, @
worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from' the

city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The'Lord
opened her heart to listen eagerly to whatawas said by
Paul. When she and her household were baptized, she
urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful
to the Lord come and stay at my home.” And she
prevailed upon us.




ptlsm -

“Baptize into the name of the Father, and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, in living water. But if you have
no living water, baptize into other water; and if cannot
do so in cold water, do so in warm. But if you have.
neither, pour out water three times upon the head'into

the name of Father and Son and Holy Spirit*But”
before the baptism let the baptizer fast,and the
baptized, and whoever else can; butiyou'shall order
the baptized to fast one or two days before.”

Didache
circa 96 AD




{bts 16:16-18 ,A
One day, as we were going to the place of prayer;we
met a slave-girl who had a spirit of divination and
brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-
telling. While she followed Paul and us, she would cry
out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God,

who proclaim to you a way of salvation :,She kept
doing this for many days. But Paul, very/much
annoyed, turned and said to the_spmt “| order you in
the name of Jesus Christ to.come out of her.” And it
came out that very hour.




hold for Philippian Jail image




Bhts 16:25-33 ’
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and smglng
hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.
Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the
foundations of the prison were shaken and |mmed|ate|y all
the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were,

unfastened. When the jailer woke up and saw the pnsfn
doors wide open, he drew his sword and wasabout to kill
himself, since he supposed that the prisoneérs had escaped.
But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do’not‘harm yourself, for
we are all here.” The jailer called for lights, and rushing in,
he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas.
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Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what

must | do to be saved?” They answered “Believe on
the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, you and your
household.” They spoke the word of the Lord to'him

and to all who were in his house. At the same' “hour of
the night he took them and washed theiriwounds;
then he and his entire family were baptized W|thout
delay.




‘Thilippians 1:12-14 ’
| want you to know, beloved, that what has ~
happened to me has actually helped to spread
the gospel, so that it has become known
throughout the whole imperial guard and to =

everyone else that my |mpr|sonment isifor”
Christ; and most of the brothers andsisters,
havmg been made confident inithe Lord by my
imprisonment, dare to speak the word with
greater boldness and without fear.




aullpmans 4:4-7 .
Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say,
Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry abq,ut
anything, but in everything by prayer and=~

supplication with thanksgiving let your “requests
be made known to God. And the,peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
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