
Frequently Asked Questions 
following November 14th Administrative Board meeting 

 
*Visit www.bethany-umc.org/updates for the full Administrative Board presentation. 

 
What exactly did the Ad Board vote on? 
The Administrative Board voted to begin a six-month Discernment Process following the Rio 
Texas Conference Discerning Pathways guidelines. We invite everyone in the Bethany 
congregation to seek God’s will to determine whether Bethany should remain in the UMC 
denomination or pursue alternatives. 
 
Where can I go to learn more about this vote? 
We encourage you to go to bethany-umc.org/umcupdates to see a video of the Administrative 
Board meeting where you can learn more about the conflict within the UMC, as well as the Lead 
Team’s recommendation.  
 
What happens next? 
Starting November 21, we will begin a congregation-wide 40 Days of Prayer to prepare our 
hearts to seek God’s will for our church. In January, we will begin to hold Listening Prayer 
Sessions so you can pray with others, as well as Listening and Information Sessions where you 
can learn more about various options, ask questions, and learn more. 
 
Why now? Why not wait until General Conference 2024? 
See full Administrative Board presentation available at www.bethany-umc.org/umcupdates. 
 
When will we vote? Who will vote to decide where we go?  
It has not been decided yet if there will be a vote. We will go through the Discernment Process 
first in the upcoming months as we seek to understand God’s will for Bethany. In April, the 
Administrative Board will be asked to decide next steps. If they believe that a vote should take 
place, then the congregation would be invited to vote in May, at a publicized meeting. 
 
What are the different avenues Bethany could feasibly consider going if we decide to 
leave the UMC? Who is making this list of alternatives, and how are they arriving at these 
particular avenues?  
Currently a research team is investigating various possible alternatives should the congregation 
choose to disaffiliate. The Lead Team as a whole is learning more about the potential future 
UMC, the GMC, other Wesleyan-based denominations, and what it would look like to be an 
independent church. They will be scheduling a congregational Listening Session early in 2023 
to explain their research to date, seek input, and explain next steps.  
  
Where do I go if I have questions? 
We will have several Listening Sessions over the next six months, and we encourage you to 
attend these and ask your questions there. We will also keep bethany-umc.org/umcupdates 
updated as information becomes available, and there is a form to submit questions on that 
page. Finally, you may reach out to any pastor or Lead Team member, and they will be happy to 
assist you as well. 
 
If I would like someone to come to my small group to explain what’s happening, what do I 
do? 



Contact any pastor, and they will work to get a Lead Team member and pastor to come to your 
small group and answer questions as quickly as possible. 
 
What does this mean for Bethany? 
God has called Bethany to be a community participating in God’s mission of love transforming 
us and the world. Regardless of what happens in the next few months and beyond, Bethany will 
continue to lead people to Experience God’s love, Know Jesus Christ, and Grow in His image. 
 


